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  إن احلمد هلل حنمده ، و نستعينه ، ونستغفره ، ونعوذ ابهلل من شرور أنفسنا ، ومن سيئات أعمالنا

من يهده هللا فال مضل له ، ومن يضلل فال هادي له ، وأشهد أن ال إله إال هللا وحده ال شريك له 

ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص وأشهد أ ن حممداً عبُده و رسولُه    

Indeed, all praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness. We 

seek refuge in Allah from the evils of the souls and our wicked actions. Whosoever Allah 

guides, none can misguide and whosoever Allah misguides, none can guide. I testify that 

there is no deity worthy of worship in truth except Allah, alone, without any partners, and I 

testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger. May the peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him, his household and companions. 

 

ْسِلُمونَ  َ َحقَّ تُقَاتِِه َوالَ تَُموتُنَّ إاِلَّ َوأَنتُم مُّ  يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُواْ اتَّقُواْ ّللاه

“O you believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has ordered and by abstaining from all that 

He has forbidden) as He should be feared and die not except in a state of Islam”. (3: 102) 

 

ن نَّْفٍس َواِحَدةٍ َوَخلََق ِمْنَها َزْوَجَها َوبَثَّ  يَا أَيَُّها النَّاُس اتَّقُواْ َربَُّكُم الَِّذي َخلَقَُكم مهِ

َ الَِّذي تََساءلُوَن بِِه َواألَْرَحامَ ِمْنُهَما ِرَجاالً َكثِيًرا َونَِساء َواتَّقُ  َ َكاَن َعلَْيُكْم  واْ ّللاه إِنَّ ّللاه

 َرقِيبًا

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a single person (Adam) and from 

him (Adam) He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women; and 

fear Allah through Whom you demand (your mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) 

the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All -Watcher over you”. (4:1) 



 
 

 

َ َوقُولُوا قَْواًل َسِديًدا يُْصِلْح لَُكْم أَْعَمالَُكْم َويَْغِفْر لَُكْم   يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اتَّقُوا ّللاَّ

َ َوَرُسولَهُ فَقَْد فَاَز فَْوًزا َعِظيًماذُنُ  وبَُكْم َوَمن يُِطْع ّللاَّ  

“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you 

to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His 

messenger has indeed achieved a great achievement”. (33:70-71)  

 

To proceed; 

Indeed, the best speech is the speech of Allah , and the best guidance is the guidance of 

Allah’s messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and the worst of affairs are newly invented matters, for indeed 

every innovation is misguidance and all misguidance leads to the fire. 

 

Before you, O reader is an important treatise pertaining to matters relating to the two Eids. 

This research has been taken from the works of the scholars past and present and consists 

of the following topics; 

 

 The definition of Eid. 

 The legislation of Eid in the Quran, Sunnah and the consensus of the Muslims. 

 The ruling of the Eid prayer 

 Benefits and rulings pertaining to Eid 

 A description of the Eid prayer 



 
 

Lastly I would like to mention that as the scholars have differed regarding many issues 

pertaining to Eid, I will suffice by mentioning the strongest opinion regarding the issues that 

will be mentioned in the book in order to summarise and simplify for the reader. 

 

I ask Allah  that He makes this effort of mine that which is of benefit to the Muslims as 

well as asking him to grant me sincerity in my actions. 

 

Written by; 

Mustafa ibn Yusuf as-somali 

 

 26th Ramadhan 1437 

1st July 20161 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1: Note: I, Mustafa ibn Yusuf do not grant any permission for this treatise to be published on any 
website/forum. Nor do I allow for any parts of this work to be copied without my permission. This has been 
prepared solely for the sake of benefitting the people, so whoever wishes to print and distribute this then they 

can feel free to do so without seeking to gain some profit from it, other than the reward of Allah    



 
 

The Definition of ‘Eid 

The word ‘Eid is derived from ‘Al ‘Awd’ which means to return, it is also derived from the 

word ‘Al Mu’aawadah’ as it is repetitive (twice yearly). Its plural is ‘Ayaad’.2 

 

Benefit; There are 5 ‘eids in islam 
 

1. ‘Eid al – Fitr (1st Shawwaal) 

2. ‘Eid al-Adhaa (10th Dhul Hijjah) 

3. Friday 

4. The days of Tashreeq (11th, 12th and 13th of Dhul Hijjah) 

5. The day of ‘Arafah 

 ‘Eid al – Fitr and Eid al – Adhaa: There are many proofs showing that these days are 

‘Eids for the Muslims, from the proofs is the hadith of ‘Aaisha that has been 

reported by Al -Bukhari and Muslim: 

أَنَّ أَبَا بَْكٍر، َدَخَل َعلَْيَها َوالنَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم ِعْنَدَها يَْوَم فِْطٍر أَْو أَْضًحى، 

فَقَاَل أَبُو بَْكٍر ِمْزَماُر  .بَِما تَقَاَذفَِت األَْنَصاُر يَْوَم بُعَاثَ  {تُغَنهِيَانِ }َوِعْنَدَها قَْينَتَاِن 

تَْينِ الشَّْيطَ  َدْعُهَما يَا أَبَا بَْكٍر، إِنَّ ِلُكلهِ قَْوٍم  " فَقَاَل النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم  .اِن َمرَّ

."ِعيًدا، َوإِنَّ ِعيَدنَا َهَذا اْليَْوُم   

‘Aaisha narrated that; “Once Abu Bakr  entered upon her on the day of Fitr (‘Eid 

al-fitr) or the day of Adhaa (‘Eid al – Adhaa) while the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصwas with her and 

there were two girls singing songs of the Ansaar about the day of Buath. Abu 

                                                           

2 Al Majmoo’ of Imaam an – Nawawi  (5/2) 



 
 

Bakr said twice; musical instruments of Shaytaan! But the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsaid leave 

them O Abu Bakr for every nation has an ‘Eid and this day is our ‘Eid. 

 Friday: From the proofs for Friday being an ‘Eid for the Muslims is the narration 

reported by Ibn Hibbaan  in his ‘Saheeh’3 on the authority of Abu Hurairah  

that he said: 

يَقُوُل: ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ُجُمعَِة َولَِكنهِي َسِمعُت َرَسوَل هللاِ َما نََهيُت النَّاَس أَن يَُصوُموا يَوَم ال

 )ال تَُصوُموا يَوَم الُجُمعَِة فَإنَّهُ يَوُم ِعيٍد إال أَن تَِصلُوهُ بِأَيَّاٍم(

I did not prohibit the people that they fast on Friday, rather I heard the messenger of Allah 

 .”say: “Do not fast on Friday because it is a day of ‘Eid, except that you join with it days ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

 

 The day of ‘Arafah and the days of Tashreeq: The proof for these days being an ‘Eid 

for the Muslims is the narration on the authority of ‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir  that the 

messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

  يوُم عرفةَ ويوُم النحِر وأياُم التشريِق عيدنا أهَل اإلسالِم ، وهيه أياُم أكٍل وشرٍب 

“The day of ‘Arafah, the day of slaughtering and the days of tashreeq are our ‘Eids, (the 

people of Islam) and they are days of eating and drinking”.4 

 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 

                                                           
3: Saheeh Ibn Hibbaan, 3610.  
4: Graded authentic by Al Albaani in; saheeh sunan Abi Dawood, 2419; Saheeh sunan at – Tirmidhi, 773 and 
Saheeh an – Nasaa’i  



 
 

The legislation of the ‘Eid prayer. 

 

The legislation of the ‘Eid prayer has been indicated in the Quran, the Sunnah and the 

consensus of the Muslims.5 

 Proof from the Quran; The statement of Allah : 

 فََصلهِ ِلَربهَِك َواْنَحرْ 

“Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him only)” {108:2} 

It is mentioned in the explanation of this verse in some of the Tafseers, such as 

‘Tafseer al – jalaalain’ that what is meant by prayer here is the prayer on the day of 

slaughtering (‘Eid al – adhaa). Ibn Qudaamah also mentions this in Al Mughni, 

(2/367) 

Likewise, from the proofs in the Quran showing the legislation of the ‘Eid prayer is 

the statement of Allah : 

َوَذَكَر اْسَم َربهِِه فََصلَّى قَْد أَْفلََح َمن تََزكَّى  

“Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers the name 

of his Lord and prays. {87: 14-15} 

Some of the people of knowledge have explained ‘Zakaah’ in this verse to mean the 

Zakaatul Fitr which is given in food before the ‘Eid prayer. They have also mentioned 

that the prayer mentioned in the verse is referring to the Eid prayer. This can be 

found in the Tafseer of Imam At- Tabari.6 

                                                           
5: Know O reader, may Allah shower His mercy upon you that the references for proofs are three: 

 The Quran 

 The Sunnah 

 The Ijmaa’ (consensus) of the Muslims. 
6 : (30/190) 



 
 

 Proof from the Sunnah: There are many authentic narrations proving the legislation 

of the ‘Eid prayer, from them is narration of Ibn Umar  

)متفق عليه(َوأَبُو بَكٍر َوُعَمُريَُصلُّوَن الِعيَديِن قَبَل الُخطبَِة. ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص َكاَن النَّبِيُّ    

“The prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  , Abu Bakr and Umar would prayer the Eid prayers before the 

Khutbah (sermon) (Agreed upon).7 

 The consensus of the Muslims: Ibn Qudaamah said: “The Muslims are in 

consensus regarding the Eid prayers”. (Al Mughni). Likewise, An Nawaawi said: 

“The Muslims are in consensus that the Eid prayers are legislated”. (Al Majmoo’).8 

Benefit; When was the ‘eid prayer legislated? 

Shaikh Abdullah al-Basaam said: “The first Eid prayer that the messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

prayed was the Eid al Fitr in the second year of the Hijrah.9 

 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7: Al Bukhari, 963 and Muslim, 888  
8 : Al Mughni, (2/367) and Al Majmoo’ (5/2) 
9: Nail al – ma’aarib (1/279)  



 
 

The ruling of the ‘Eid prayer. 

Know dear reader may Allah have mercy upon you that this is an issue that the people of 

knowledge have differed with regards to, with there being three opinions in the matter.10 

The strongest opinion however and Allah knows best is that the ‘Eid prayer is obligatory 

upon all people. This was the opinion taken by Abu Haneefah, Ash – Shaafi’ee, it was also 

reported that Ahmad took this opinion from a narration that has been reported from him. 

Also from those who took this opinion were Shaykhul Islam ibnu Taymiyyah, Ibnul Qayyim, 

Ash – Shawkaani, Siddeeq Hassan Khan, Al – Albaani and Ibnu ‘Uthaymeen . 

 

Proofs for this opinion 

 The Hadith of Umm ‘Attiyah in which she said: 

)متفق عليه(أُِمرنَا أَن نُخِرَج العََواتَِق، َوالُحيََّض فِي الِعيَديِن...   

“We were ordered to come out for ‘Eid and take along the mature virgin girls staying in 

seclusion and the menstruating women… 

 The hadith of ‘Abi ‘Umayr ibn Anas in which he narrated from some of his paternal 

uncles who were companions :  

ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَْشَهُدوَن أَنَُّهْم َرأَُوا اْلِهالََل بِاألَْمِس  أَنَّ َرْكبًا َجاُءوا إِلَى النَّبِيه

(1157)صحيح أبي داود، .أَْن يُْفِطُروا َوإَِذا أَْصبَُحوا أَْن يَْغُدوا إِلَى ُمَصالَُّهْم  فَأََمَرُهمْ   

“Some men came riding to the prophet and testified that they had sighted the new moon the 

previous day. He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص therefore, commanded the people to break the fast and to go out to 

their place of prayer in the morning”. (Saheeh Abee Dawood, 1157). 

The scholars that have strengthened this position also use the issue regarding the Friday 

prayer not being obligatory if ‘Eid falls on a Friday, stating that an action which is not 

obligatory cannot remove the obligation of an action.  

                                                           
10: The three opinions are: Fardhu ‘ayn, meaning that it is obligatory upon every single person. The second 
opinion is Fardhu kifaayah, meaning that if a party from every community carry out an action, the obligation 
does not apply or is removed from remainder of the community. The third opinion is that it is Sunnah 
muakkadah, which means that it is a strong Sunnah (highly recommended but not at the level of an action 
which is obligatory.  



 
 

Rulings and etiquettes pertaining to the two ‘Eids 
 

This chapter will cover the following topics: 

 The ruling of performing ghusl and beautification on ‘Eid. 

 Eating before leaving for the Musallaa (prayer place). 

 That which has come regarding the Takbeer. 

 Taking different routes to and from the prayer place   

 

1. The ruling of performing ghusl on ‘Eid. 

Imaam Ahmad saw the ghusl performed on ‘Eid to be ‘mustahab’ (recommended). 

Likewise, Ibn ‘Abdil Barr relates a consensus upon ghusl for ‘Eid being ‘mustahab’.11  

Imaam Maalik narrates from Naafi that Ibn ‘Umar would perform ghusl on Eid.12 From 

the companions, this was also reported that from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Ibn ‘Abbaas, Salamah Ibn 

al – Akwa’ and As – Saa’ib Ibn Yazid .13 

 

2. Beautification for the Eid prayer. 

Imaam al – Bayhaqi reports with an authentic chain from Naafi’ that Ibn Umar would 

wear his best clothes for ‘Eid. It has also been reported by Al – Bukhari from Ibn 

‘Umarthat: 

                                                           
11: Fathul Baari of Ibn Rajab (6/68)  
12: Al muwatta (page: 127)   
13: Al Bayhaqi in kubraa (3/278)  



 
 

ِ صلى هللا عليه أََخَذ ُعَمُر جُ  بَّةً ِمْن إِْستَْبَرٍق تُبَاُع فِي السُّوِق، فَأََخَذَها فَأَتَى َرُسوَل ّللاَّ

ْل بَِها ِلْلِعيِد َواْلُوفُودِ  ِ اْبتَْع َهِذِه تََجمَّ ِ  .وسلم فَقَاَل يَا َرُسوَل ّللاَّ فَقَاَل لَهُ َرُسوُل ّللاَّ

"بَاُس َمْن الَ َخالََق لَهُ إِنََّما َهِذِه لِ  "صلى هللا عليه وسلم   

`Umar bought a silk cloak from the market, took it to Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  and said, "O 

Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  ! Take it and adorn yourself with it during the `Eid and when the 

delegations visit you." Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   replied, "This dress is for those who have no 

share (in the Hereafter)."  

 It also recommended for the men to use that which they have from fragrances and to also 

use the Siwaak. It has come in a narration in the Muwatta of imaam Maalik that the 

messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsaid: 

ُ ِعيًدا فَاْغتَِسلُوا َوَمْن َكاَن ِعْنَدهُ ِطيٌب فاَلَ  يَا َمْعَشَر اْلُمْسِلِميَن إِنَّ َهَذا يَْوٌم َجعَلَهُ ّللاَّ

َواكِ  هُ أَْن يََمسَّ ِمْنهُ َوَعلَْيُكْم بِالسهِ  .يَُضرُّ

“O gathering of Muslims! Allah has made this day a festival day (id) so do ghusl, and it will 

not harm whoever has perfume to apply some of it, and use a tooth-stick ."14 

Ibn Rajab says regarding this narration that this command can be applied to every ‘Eid.15 

3. Eating before leaving for the Musallaa. 

It has been authentically narrated from Allah’s messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص that he would not leave for the 

‘Eid prayer on the day of Fitr until he ate some dates. 

                                                           
14: Graded Hasan by Al- Albaani in ‘takhreej misbaah’ (1343)  
15 Fathul Baari (6/69) 



 
 

َعْن أَنَِس ْبِن َماِلٍك، قَاَل َكاَن النَّبِيُّ ـ صلى هللا عليه وسلم ـ الَ يَْخُرُج يَْوَم اْلِفْطِر 

  (1433،ابن ماجه)صحيح  .َحتَّى يَْطعََم تََمَراٍت 

It was narrated that Anas bin Malik said: 

“The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would not go out on the Day of Fitr until he had eaten some dates.” (Graded 

Saheeh by Al Albaani in saheeh ibn Maajah, 1433) 

 

As for Eid al-Adhaa, the messenger of Allahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would not eat until he returned from the 

prayer. 

 

ِ ْبِن بَُرْيَدةَ، َعْن أَبِيِه، قَاَل َكاَن النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم الَ يَْخُرُج يَْوَم  َعْن َعْبِد ّللاَّ

 اْلِفْطِر َحتَّى يَْطعََم َوالَ يَْطعَُم يَْوَم األَْضَحى َحتَّى يَُصلهَِي 

Abdullah bin Buraidah narrated from his father: 

"The Prophetملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would not leave on the Day of Fitr until he ate, and he would not eat on the 

day of Adha until he prayed." (Saheeh at-Tirmidhi, 542) 

4. The takbeer on the days of ‘Eid. 

There has not come any authentic narration from the messenger of Allahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص regarding any 

particular manner to make the takbeer on the days of ‘Eid. For this reason, it has been 

narrated from Imaam Malik that he did not see any restrictions to the manner in which 

the takbeer is made. However, it has been narrated from some of the companions and 

those that came after them that they would make particular takbeers and in following the 

companions lies great success. From the takbeers that were choosen by the companions 

are: 

 That which has been authentically reported from Ali, Ibn Mas’ood and ‘Umar, 

that they would say. 



 
 

 هللاُ أَكبُر، هللاُ أَكبُر، ال إله إال هللا، هللاُ أَكبُر، وهلل الحمد

 The takbeer that has been choosen by Imam Maalik, Ash – Shaafi’ and Al Hasan al-

Basri that they would say: 

 هللاُ أَكبُر، هللاُ أَكبُر، هللاُ أَكبُر،

 The takbeer than has been authentically narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas:16 

وهلل الحمد  َو أَجل، هللا أكبرأَكبرُ هللاُ هللا أكبر كبيراً، هللا أكبر تكبيراً،   هللاُ أَكبُر، 

 It has been narrated from Salmaan al – Faarisi that he would say: 

،كبيراً  رُ هللاُ أَكبُر، هللاُ أَكبُر، هللاُ أَكب  

Benefit17: As for doing the takbeer in congregation as we witness many people do then this 

is an innovation. Rather every man must raise his voice whilst making the takbeer and not 

perform it in one tone as this has not been reported from the prophet nor his companions. 

And it came in the hadith of ‘Aaisha which has been reported by Muslim that the prophet 

said: 

.َمْن َعِمَل َعَماًل لَْيَس َعلَْيِه أَْمُرنَا فَُهَو َرد    

“He who does an act which we have not commanded, will have it rejected.” 

 

Benefit: That which has come regarding the legislation of the takbeer on ‘Eid al – Fitr is 

stronger than that which is come regarding the takbeer on ‘Eid al – Adhaa, as Allah has 

commanded us with the takbeer on the day of Fitr. Allah said: 

َ  َوِلتَُكبهُِرواْ  اْلِعدَّةَ  َوِلتُْكِملُواْ  تَْشُكُرونَ  َولَعَلَُّكمْ  َهَداُكمْ  َما َعلَى ّللاه  

                                                           
16: Ibn Abi Shaibah: (5645)  
17: Refer back to majmoo’ al-fataawa of the permanent committee of senior scholars (8/310).  



 
 

“….And that you must magnify Allah [i.e. to say Takbeer (Allahu-Akbar; Allah is the Most 

Great) on seeing the crescent of the months of Ramadan and Shawwal] for having guided 

you so that you may be grateful to Him”. (2:185). 

A group of scholars including Ibn Taymiyyah also take from the above verse that the 

takbeer on ‘Eid al-Fitr begins from the sighting of the crescent of Shawwal, after the people 

break their fast on the last day of Ramadhaan.18 The takbeer on the day of fitr stops at the 

imaam’s arrival to the musallaa. 

As for the takbeer for ‘Eid al-adhaa, then the scholars have differed regarding when the 

Takbeer begins, however the strongest opinion and Allah knows best is that the takbeer 

begins from the morning of the day of ‘Arafah. This is the opinion that was taken by some of 

the companions, from them; ‘Ali, Ibn Mas’ood, and Ibn ‘Abbaas. Likewise, Ahmad, Ash-

Shaafi’ and Shaykhul Islam19 all took this opinion, their proof being:  

ِ، أَنَّهُ َسأََل أَنََس ْبَن َماِلٍك َوُهَما َغاِديَاِن ِمْن ِمنًى إِلَى  ِد ْبِن أَبِي بَْكٍر الثَّقَِفيه َعْن ُمَحمَّ

ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم فَقَاَل َعَرفَةَ كَ  ْيَف ُكْنتُْم تَْصنَعُوَن فِي َهذَا اْليَْوِم َمَع َرُسوِل ّللاَّ

. ِمنَّا فاَلَ يُْنَكُر َعلَْيِه َويَُكبهُِر اْلُمَكبهُِر ِمنَّا فاَلَ يُْنَكُر َعلَْيِه َكاَن يُِهلُّ اْلُمِهلُّ   

 Muhammad bin Abi Bakr Al-Thaqafi narrated: While we were going from Mina to `Arafat, I 

asked Anas bin Malik, about the Talbiya, "How did you use to say the Talbiya in the company 

of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  ?" Anas said: "People used to say Talbiya and their saying was not 

objected to and they used to say Takbeer and that was not objected to either. " 

5. Taking different routes to and from the musallaa. 

Al – Bukhari reported on the authority of Jaabir that he said:  

 قَاَل َكاَن النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم إِذَا َكاَن يَْوُم ِعيٍد َخالََف الطَِّريقَ 

                                                           
18:  Refer back to majmoo’ al-fataawa of Ibn Taymiyyah (24/221). 
19: Refer back to majmoo’ al-fataawa of Ibn Taymiyyah (24/220). 



 
 

“On the Day of Eid the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to return (after offering the Eid prayer) taking a 

different route from that by which he went (previously)”. 

Wisdoms behind taking different paths: Ibnul Qayyim mentions: 

“It has been said so that the person can greet people taking both paths. It has also been said 

that so people taking both paths can attain His (Allah’s) blessings. It has also been said so 

that the signs of Islam are made apparent. It has also been said to anger the hypocrites by 

them seeing the honour and might of Islam and the Muslims by the establishment of the 

Islamic signs. It has also been said to increase the witnessing of the land over him, because 

one of the footsteps of the one going to the Masjid or the Musallaa raises him a level and 

the other removes a sin from him until he returns to his home. It has also been said (and this 

is that which is most correct) it is due to all of that which has been mentioned and other than 

it from the wisdoms”.20    

 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
20: Zaad al ma’aad: (1/449)  



 
 

A description of the Eid prayer. 

 The ‘Eid prayer does not have an adhaan or Iqaamah. Imaam Ibn Abdil Barr said:  

“That which is correct and has been authentically reported from prophet and the 

rightly guided caliphs is that they would pray before the khutbah on Eid without an 

adhaan or Iqaamah”21. 

 

 As for the prayer, then the ‘Eid prayer is two rak’ahs, the first rak’ah has seven 

takbeers, including the opening takbeer. The second rak’ah has five takbeers22. It is 

to be prayed between the rising of the sun and the zawaal (the zenith of the sun)23. 

The proof for the ‘Eid prayer being two rak’ahs is the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbaas reported by 

al-Bukhari and Muslim: 

النَّبِيَّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم َخَرَج يَْوَم اْلِفْطِر، فََصلَّى َرْكعَتَْيِن لَْم يَُصل ِ قَْبلََها َوالَ أَنَّ 

 .بَْعدََها َوَمعَهُ باِلَل  
 

“The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   went out and offered a two rak`at prayer on the Day of ‘Eid al - Fitr and did 

not offer any other prayer before or after it and at that time Bilal was accompanying him”. 

Regarding ‘Eid al – Adhaa, Al – Bukhari reported a hadith on the authority of Al - Baraa

 َخَرَج النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَْوَم أَْضًحى إِلَى اْلبَِقيعِ فََصلَّى َرْكعَتَْيِن،

“The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   went towards Al-Baqi (the graveyard at Medina) on the day of ‘Eid-ul-Adha 

and offered a two-rak`at prayer”. 

The proof for the ‘Eid prayer being prayed before the zawaal is the hadith of Abi ‘Umayr ibn 

Anas: 

                                                           
21: Al – istidhkaar (7/18)  
22 : Regarding the takbeers, then that which is correct is that there is no dhikr said between them. Some of the 
people of knowledge have mentioned that it is recommended to mention some adhkaar between the takbeer, 
however there are not any authentic narration from the messenger of Allah regarding that. (Refer back to Al – 
Mugni, 3/274). The opening dua is to be read after the ‘takbeeratul ihram’ this is the opinion of Imaam Ash-
Shaafi’ and Ahmad. (Al – Mughni:3/273). 
23: Other than that which is mentioned above, then the Eid prayer in the manner which it is prayed is like Fajr 
or 2 voluntary rak’ahs.  
 
Zawaal: This is when the sun reaches its highest point. (approximately 15 minutes before dhur)   



 
 

ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَْشَهُدوَن أَنَُّهْم َرأَُوا اْلِهالََل بِاألَْمِس  أَنَّ َرْكبًا َجاُءوا إِلَى النَّبِيه

(1157)صحيح أبي داود، .فَأََمَرُهْم أَْن يُْفِطُروا َوإَِذا أَْصبَُحوا أَْن يَْغُدوا إِلَى ُمَصالَُّهْم   

“Some men came riding to the prophet and testified that they had sighted the new moon the 

previous day. He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص therefore, commanded the people to break the fast and to go out to 

their place of prayer in the morning”. (Saheeh Abi Dawood, 1157). 

The proof for there being seven takbeers in the first rak’ah and five in the second rak’ah is 

the hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr that the messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   said: 

 

  "التَّْكبِيُر فِي اْلِفْطِر َسْبٌع فِي األُولَى َوَخْمٌس فِي اآلِخَرةِ َواْلِقَراَءةُ بَْعَدُهَما ِكْلتَْيِهَما  "

The Prophet of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   said: There are seven takers in the first rak'ah and five in the second 

rak'ah of the prayer offered on the day of Fitr 

 That which is correct is that the hands are not to be raised with the takbeers, besides 

the opening takbeer.24 This is the opinion taken by Imaam Maalik and Sufyaan at-

Thawri and from the contemporary scholars Shaykh Muqbil . The reason for this 

being that there have not come any authentic narrations stating that the messenger 

of Allah would raise his hands in the Eid prayer with the takbeers besides the 

opening takbeer.25 

 

 It is mustahab for the one leading the prayer to read either Qaaf or surah Al ‘Alaa in 

the first rak’ah and either Surah al – Qamar or Al – Ghaashiyah in the second rak’ah. 

ِ، قَاَل َخَرَج ُعَمُر  ِ ْبِن َعْبِد ّللاَّ فََسأََل يَْوَم ِعيٍد  -رضى هللا عنه  -َعْن ُعبَْيِد ّللاَّ

أَبَا َواقٍِد اللَّْيثِيَّ بِأىهِ َشْىٍء َكاَن النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَْقَرأُ فِي َهَذا اْليَْوِم 

  {اْقتََربَْت  َو} {ق  }فَقَاَل بِـ 

It was narrated that 'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah said: 

"Umar, may Allah, went out on the day of 'Eid and asked Abu Waqid Al-Laithi: 'What 

did the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) recite on this day?' He said: 'Qaf' and '(The Hour) has drawn near 

(surah 54).'" (Graded Saheeh by Al – Albaani)26. 

                                                           
24: Return to Al – Mughni (3/272)  
25: Benefit; This is also the same as the janazah, one should only raise his hands with the opening takbeer.  
26: Saheeh An – Nasaa’ee: 1566, Saheeh Abi Dawood: 1154 and Saheeh At-Tirmidhee: 534.  



 
 

فِي اْلِعيَدْيِن  َعِن النُّْعَماِن ْبِن بَِشيٍر، قَاَل َكاَن النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَْقَرأُ 

 (َهْل أَتَاَك َحِديُث اْلغَاِشيَِة )َو  (َسبهِحِ اْسَم َربهَِك األَْعلَى  )َوفِي اْلُجُمعَِة بِـ 

 َوُربََّما اْجتََمعَا فِي يَْوٍم َواِحٍد فَيَْقَرأُ بِِهَما

An-Numan bin Bashir narrated: 

"For the two ‘Eid and the Friday prayer, the Prophet would recite: Glorify the Name of 

your Lord, the Most High, and Has there come to you the narration of the 

overwhelming? And sometimes they would occur on the same day, so he would recite 

the two of them." (Graded saheeh by Al-Albaani)27 

 

 Once the prayer is complete, the imaam delivers the khutbah. Imaam Ash – 

Shawkaani mentions in ‘nail al-awtaar’28 that: 

“And indeed those who see the Eid prayer to be obligatory and other than them (from those 

who have not taken that opinion) have unanimously agreed that the sermon after the prayer 

is not obligatory and I am not aware of anyone who holds it to be obligatory”. 

 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

                                                           
27:Saheeh An – Nasaa’ee: 1567, Saheeh Abi Dawood:1122 and Saheeh Ibn Maajah: 1066 
28: 1299  


