
 

 

 

Virtues and benefits regarding the siwāk. 

 

Compiled by: Abū Umāmah Mustafa Ibn Yūsuf As Somāli. 
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Ash-Shaykh Sālih Al Fawzān Hafithahullāh said: 

“It is legislated to brush (the teeth) with everything that cleans the mouth, removes bad 
odours and does not leave any bad traces, whether it is wooden or other than it. 

However, the best (toothbrush) is the ‘Āraak, as it is soft and cleans the mouth well and 
with that it has a nice smell, so, for that reason it is the best type of Siwāk”. (Explanation 

of Bulūgh Al – Marām, volume 1, page 108).  



l 
All praise is for Allāh, and may the peace and blessings of Allāh be upon His messenger 

 .his household and companions ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

To proceed… 

Indeed, from the sunan of Allāh’s messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص that many people have neglected and 
rarely carry out is using the Siwāk. Yet this Sunnah of cleaning the mouth and brushing 

with the Siwāk was an action which was loved by Allāh’s messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  

Imām Ibn al – Qayyim rahimahullāh said: 

 وكان حيب السواك، وكان يستاك مفطراً وصائماً "

“And he (the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) loved the Siwāk and he would brush his teeth (with the Siwāk) 
whether he was ‘muftir’ (a state of not fasting) or fasting”1  

He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would also frequently urge his companions to use the Siwāk to the extent that he 
said to them: 

َواكي   َأْكَثرُت َعَليُكم ِفي الس ي
“I have told you repeatedly to use the Siwāk”2 

Imām Ibn Rajab rahimahullāh said: 

 املراد إبكثاره عليهم ِف السواك: كثرة حثهم عليه وترغيبهم فيه بذكر فضله
“That which is intended by ‘telling them repeatedly to use the Siwāk’: to greatly 

encourage and urge them to use the Siwāk by mentioning its virtues”.3 

The messenger of Allāh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص also informed us that using the Siwāk is pleasing to Allāh.  It 

has been authentically reported from the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص that he said: 

َرٌة للَفم ي َمرَضاٌة للرَّب ي  واُك َمطهي  الس ي
“The Siwāk is a means of purification for the mouth and pleasing to the Lord”.4  

                                                           
1: Zād al – ma’ād: 1/174 

2 Al-Bukhāri: 888 
3: Fath al - Bārī  6/169 
4: Authenticated by Al-Imām Al-Albāni in Sahīh Al-Jāmi’ (3695) 



The great emphasis the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص placed on the Siwāk is evident from the hadith 
reported by the ‘Shaykhān’5, on the authority of ‘Āishah , in which she mentioned that 

the last action the prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did before dying was brush his teeth. 

َدَخَل َعْبُد الرَّْْحَني ْبُن َأِبي َبْكٍر َعَلى النَّبي ي صلى هللا عليه وسلم َوَأََن ُمْسنيَدتُُه إيََل َصْدريي، 
َواٌك َرْطٌب َيْسََتُّ بيهي، فَأََبدَُّه َرُسوُل اَّللَّي صلى هللا عليه وسلم َبَصَرُه، َوَمَع َعْبدي الرَّْحَْ  ني سي

ُتُه، ُُثَّ َدفَ ْعُتُه إيََل النَّبي ي صلى هللا عليه وسلم فَاْسََتَّ  َواَك فَ َقَصْمُتُه َونَ َفْضُتُه َوطَي َّب ْ  فََأَخْذُت الس ي
ْنُه، َفَما َعَدا َأْن  بيهي، َفَما رَأَْيُت َرُسوَل اَّللَّي  صلى هللا عليه وسلم اْسََتَّ اْستيَناًَن َقطُّ َأْحَسَن مي

َثاَلًًث  ."ِفي الرَّفييقي اأَلْعَلى  " فَ رََغ َرُسوُل اَّللَّي صلى هللا عليه وسلم َرَفَع َيَدُه أَْو إيْصبَ َعُه ُُثَّ قَاَل 
.اقيَنِتي َوَذاقيَنِتي ُُثَّ َقَضى، وََكاَنْت تَ ُقوُل َماَت َبْْيَ حَ   

‘Ābdur-Rahmān bin Abī Bakr entered upon the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص while I was supporting 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص on my chest. `Ābdur-Rahmān had a fresh Siwāk then and he was 

cleaning his teeth with it. Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص looked at it, so I took the Siwāk, 

cut it (chewed it with my teeth), shook it and made it soft (with water), and then 

gave it to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص who cleaned his teeth with it. I had never seen Allāh's 

Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص cleaning his teeth in a better way. After finishing the brushing of his 
teeth, he lifted his hand or his finger and said thrice, "O Allāh! Let me be with the 
highest companions," and then died. `Āisha used to say, "He died while his head 

was resting between my chest and chin."6 

In another narration of the hadith reported by Al Bukhārī, ‘Āishah  mentioned: 

هي )أن نعم( َواَك، فَ ُقلُت: آُخُذُه َلَك؟ فَأَشاَر بيَرأسي  َوَعَرفُت أَنَُّه حيُيبُّ الس ي

“And I knew that he loved the Siwāk, so I said; shall I take it for you? He nodded in 
agreement. 

The following is a short article on benefits regarding the specific times when using the 
Siwāk is recommended. I ask Allāh that He brings about benefit from it. 

Compiled by: 

Abū Umāmah Mustafa Ibn Yūsuf As Somāli. 

7th January 2017 -  9th Rabī Al – Ākhir 1438 

 

 

                                                           
5: Al-Bukhāri and Muslim.  
6:  Sahīh Al-Bukhārī: 4438 



Times when it is recommended to use the Siwāk.7 

 

 

 

1. When making Wudhu 

                                                           
7: Using the Miswāk is recommended at all times, as Imām An Nawawī (may Allāh have mercy upon him) 
mentions (Explanation of Sahīh Muslim, 252).  
From the scholars are those who state that it is disliked for the fasting person to use Siwāk in the latter part of 
the day, as the breath of the fasting person is more beloved to Allāh than the smell of Musk as has come in a 
Hadīth and by using the Siwāk the fasting person will be changing that smell. Some scholars have responded to 
this by saying the Siwāk does not affect this smell as it is caused by the stomach and the use of the Siwāk does 
change this.  
 

• Benefit: What hand should a person use when brushing with the Siwāk? 
The people of knowledge have differed regarding this matter, from the scholars are those who have 
preferred to use the left hand saying that the acts of purification such as istijmār (using stones to 
purify oneself) is carried out with the left hand and brushing with the Siwāk falls under that category. 
This was of opinion of Imām Ahmad rahimahullāh and likewise Shaykhul Islām Ibn Taymiyyah 
rahimahullāh. Imām Abu Hanīfah rahimahullāh and Ibnul Mulaqqin rahimahullāh were of the 
opinion that the  Siwāk should be used with the right and quoted the hadith which is agreed upon on 
the authority of ‘Āishah : Allāh’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص   loved to begin with the right while putting on his 

shoes, combing his hair, in his purification and in all his affairs. Ash – Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Sālih Al – 
‘Uthaymīn rahimahullāh mentioned regarding this issue; “This matter, and for Allāh is all praise is 
vast, so the person uses the Siwāk as he wishes, as there is no clear proof regarding this matter”. 
{Shrahul Mumti’ 1/127}. 

Times when Siwāk 
is recommended 

when 
making 
Wudhu 

before 
every 
prayer 

At the time 
of death 

On Friday 
When 

entering 
one's home 

Due to a 
change in 
the mouth 

Waking up 
for the night 

prayer 



َي هللا َعنُه َعن َرُسولي هللا صلى هللا عليه وسلم قَاَل: َلوال  َأن َأُشقَّ َعَلى َعن َأِبي ُهَريَرَة َرضي
َواكي َمَع ُكل ي ُوُضوءٍ  لس ي  أُمَِّتي أَلَمرُُتُم ِبي

( ۹۸١—۹۷١\۲(، والنسائي ِف الكربى )٤٦٠\۲(، وأْحد )٦٦\١أخرجه مالك )
(١٤٠وصححه ابن خزمية )  

 

Narrated Abu Hurairah : 

Allāh’s messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Had I not feared burdening my Ummah, I would have 
commanded them to use the Siwāk with every Wudhu”. 

(Mālik, 1/66, Ahmad, 2/460, An Nasāī in Al Kubrā 2/197-198, and authenticated by Ibn 
Khuzaimah, 140)8 

 

2. Before every Salah. 

َي هللا َعنُه َعن َرُسولي هللا صلى هللا عليه  وسلم قَاَل: َلوال َأن َأُشقَّ َعَلى َعن َأِبي ُهَريَرَة َرضي
َواكي عينَد ُكل ي َصالةٍ  لس ي  أُمَِّتي أَلَمرُُتُم ِبي

ومسلم( ۸۸۷أخرجه البخاري )  (۲۵۲) 

Narrated Abu Hurairah : 

Allāh’s messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “Had I not feared burdening my Ummah, I would have 
commanded them to use the Siwāk with every Salah”. 

(Al Bukhāri, 887 and Muslim 252). 

 

3. When entering the house. 

ي ي َشيٍء َكاَن يَبَدأُ  َعن امليقَدامي بن ُشرييٍح، َعن أَبييهي، قَاَل َسأَْلُت َعائيَشةَ  َي هللا َعنَها قَلُت ِبَي َرضي
ُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم إيَذا َدَخَل بَيَتُه قَاَلت ِبي  َواكي النَّبي لس ي . 

                                                           
8: Graded Authentic by Al Imām Al Albāni (may Allāh have mercy upon him) in Sahīh Al Jāmi’ (5317). 
Benefit The word لوال in the first two narrations, diverts the ruling of using the Siwāk when making wudhu and 
before every salah from obligatory to recommended. 



النسائي( ۲۳۸(، ابن ماجه )١۵أبو داود )( ۲۵۳َأخرجه مسلم )  (۸). 

It was narrated from Al Miqdām Ibn Shuraih, that his father said: 

I asked ‘Āishah  what Allāh’s apostole ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did first when he entered his house, 

and she replied: He would start by using the Miswāk. 

(Muslim, 253, Abu Dawūd 51, Ibn Mājah 238, An Nasāī 8)9 

4. When waking up in the night. 

َي هللا َعنُهما قَاَل: َكاَن َرُسوُل هللا صلى هللا عليه وسلم إيَذا  يَفَة بني الَيَماني َعن ُحذَ  َرضي
َواكي  لس ي  .قَاَم ميَن اللَّيلي َيُشوُص فَاُه ِبي

ومسلم( ۵٤۲أخرجه البخاري )  (۲۵۵) 

On the authority of Hudhaifah : 

Whenever the messenger of Allāh would get up in the night, he would clean his 
mouth with the Siwāk. 

(Al Bukhari, 245 and Muslim, 255) 

 

There has come in another narration that which specifies the using of the Siwāk in the 
night to when getting up to pray Tahajjud: 

َّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم َكاَن إيَذا قَاَم ليلت ََّهجُّدي ميَن اللَّْيلي َعْن ُحَذيْ َفَة   رضى هللا عنه   َأنَّ النَّ  بي
َواكي  لس ي .َيُشوُص فَاُه ِبي  

Narrated Hudhaifa : 

Whenever the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) got up for Tahajjud prayer he used to clean his mouth 
(and teeth) with Siwāk. 

5. Due to a change in the mouth.10 

َي هللا َعنَهاَعن َعبديالرَّْحني بن أِب َعتييٍق، قَاَل َحدََّثِني أِب قَاَل، َسَيعُت َعائيَشَة  ، َعني النَّبي ي َرضي
َرٌة للَفم ي َمرَضاٌة قَاَل:  صلى هللا عليه وسلم واُك َمطهي للرَّب ي الس ي  

                                                           
9: The other narrations besides the one in Muslim have been authenticated by Al Imām Al Albāni (may Allāh 
have mercy upon him) Sahīh An Nasāī (8) 
10: Caused either by bad breath or a change in the colour of the teeth.  



وابن خزمية( ۵أخرجه النسائي )  (۱۳۵) 

 

‘Ābdur-Rahmān bin Abī ‘Atīq said: My father told me: I heard ‘Āishah  say; the 

prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

“The Siwāk is a means of purification for the mouth and pleasing to the Lord”.  

(An Nasāī, 5 and Ibn Khuzaimah, 135). 

6. On Fridays 

 

ُغْسُل يَ ْومي اْْلُُمَعةي َعَلى  " َعْن َأِبي َسعييٍد اْْلُْدريي ي َأنَّ َرُسوَل اَّللَّي صلى هللا عليه وسلم قَاَل 
َواٌك َومَيَسُّ ميَن الط ييبي َما َقَدَر َعَلْيهي    "ُكل ي ُُمَْتليٍم َوسي

(۶٤۸رواه مسلم )  

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri  reported on the authority of his father that the Messenger of 

Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

“Bathing on Friday for every adult, using of Siwāk and applying some perfume, 
that is available-these are essential. 

(Muslim, 846) 

It has also been reported in another authentic narration that the messenger of Allāh 
said: 

ْل َوإيْن َكاَن طييٌب  ُ ليْلُمْسليميَْي َفَمْن َجاَء إيََل اْْلُُمَعةي فَ ْليَ ْغَتسي إينَّ َهَذا يَ ْوُم عييٍد َجَعَلُه اَّللَّ
َواكي  لس ي ْنُه َوَعَلْيُكْم ِبي  فَ ْلَيَمسَّ مي

(۸٠۹صحيح ابن ماجه )  

It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 

“The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ‘This day is an ‘Eid (festival) which Allah has 

ordained for the Muslims. Whoever comes to Friday (prayer), let him take a bath 
and if he has perfume then let him put some on. And upon you (I urge to use) is 

the tooth stick.” 

(Ibn Mājah 908)11 

                                                           
11: Graded Hasan by Al Imām Al Albāni (may Allāh have mercy upon him) in Sāhih Ibn Mājah (908). 



 

 

7. At the time of death 

 

ه َعن َعائيَشة َرضَي هللا َعنَها قَاَلت َدَخَل َعْبُد الرَّْْحَني ْبُن َأِبي َبْكٍر َعَلى النَّبي ي صلى هللا علي
ُه َرُسوُل اَّللَّي  َواٌك َرْطٌب َيْسََتُّ بيهي، فَأََبدَّ  وسلم َوَأََن ُمْسنيَدتُُه إيََل َصْدريي، َوَمَع َعْبدي الرَّْْحَني سي
ُتُه، ُُثَّ َدفَ ْعُتُه إيََل النَّبي ي  َواَك فَ َقَصْمُتُه َونَ َفْضُتُه َوطَي َّب ْ  صلى هللا عليه وسلم َبَصَرُه، فََأَخْذُت الس ي

ى هللا عليه وسلم فَاْسََتَّ بيهي، َفَما رَأَْيُت َرُسوَل اَّللَّي صلى هللا عليه وسلم اْسََتَّ اْستيَناًَن َقطُّ صل
ْنُه، َفَما َعَدا َأْن فَ رََغ َرُسوُل اَّللَّي صلى هللا عليه وسلم َرَفَع َيَدُه أَْو إيْصبَ َعُه ُُثَّ قَاَل   " َأْحَسَن مي

.َثاَلًًث ُُثَّ َقَضى، وََكاَنْت تَ ُقوُل َماَت َبْْيَ َحاقيَنِتي َوَذاقيَنِتي  ."ى ِفي الرَّفييقي اأَلْعلَ   

It was reported on the authority of ‘Āishah may Allāh be pleased with her who said: 

 ‘Ābdur-Rahmān bin Abī Bakr entered upon the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص while I was supporting 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص on my chest. `Ābdur-Rahmān had a fresh Siwāk then and he was 

cleaning his teeth with it. Allah's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص looked at it, so I took the Siwāk, 
cut it (chewed it with my teeth), shook it and made it soft (with water), and then 

gave it to the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص who cleaned his teeth with it. I had never seen Allāh's 

Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص cleaning his teeth in a better way. After finishing the brushing of his 
teeth, he lifted his hand or his finger and said thrice, "O Allāh! Let me be with the 
highest companions," and then died. `Āisha used to say, "He died while his head 

was resting between my chest and chin."12 

In another narration of the hadith reported by Al Bukhārī, ‘Āishah mentioned: 

َواَك، فَ ُقلُت: آُخُذهُ  هي )أن نعم( َوَعَرفُت أَنَُّه حيُيبُّ الس ي َلَك؟ فَأَشاَر بيَرأسي  

“And I knew that he loved the Siwāk, so I said; shall I take it for you? He nodded in 
agreement. 

Imām An Nawāwī (may Allāh have mercy upon him) also mentioned that using the 
miswāk is recommended when reciting the Qurān.13 

Regarding this matter there has come a hadith reported by Al Bazār on the authority of 
‘Ali Ibn Abī Tālib , however that which is correct regarding this narration is that it is 

                                                           
12:  Sahīh Al-Bukhārī: 4438 
13: (Explanation of Sahīh Muslim, 252). 



mawqūf14 and not to be attributed to the messenger of Allāh. The narration is as 
follows: 

نُه َحَّتَّ َيَضَع إنَّ الَعبَد إذا َتَسوََّك، ُُثَّ قاَم ُيَصل يي، قام امللُك َخلَفُه، فَ َتَسمََّع ليقيراَءتيهي، فَ يَ  دنُو مي
، َفَطه يُروا أَْفواَهُكم  فاُه َعَلى فييهي، َفما ََيرُُج مين فييهي َشيٌء ميَن الُقرآني إالَّ صاَر ِف ُجوفي امللكي

 ليلقرآني 

 (۶۰۳) أخرجه البزار

“When the slave purifies his mouth with the Siwāk, then stands and prays, an Angel 
stands behind him to listen to his recitation and draws close to him, until he places his 
mouth on his mouth. So nothing exits his mouth from the Qurān, except it enters inside 

the body of the Angel, so purify your mouths for the Qurān”. 

(Al Bazār, 603).15 

 

 

 سبحانك اللهم وحبمدك، أشهد أن ال إله إال أنت، أستغفرك وأتوب إليك

 

 

۞۞۞ 

 

                                                           
14: A saying where its chain of narration stops at the companion and does not carry on until the messenger.  
15: Return to ‘Fathul ‘Allām’ volume 1 page 131. 


